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I. Contact Person

Dada Docot (University of British Columbia)
Organizer of Graduate Students' Double Panel
docot(at)interchange.ubc.ca

II. Panel Title

New Doctoral Student Work in Philippine Studies
Panel 1:  From an Imagined Region to Global Transnational Locations
Panel 2: From (Art) Constructs and Theories to Performance of Global Cultural Imaginations

III. Panel Abstract

As young and emerging scholars in the field of Philippine Studies, we are not merely faced with 
the challenge of overcoming our inexperience and naiveté, but also with the bigger question of 
how to position our research and ourselves in this vastly complex knowledge-producing present. 
This panel presents a variety of multi-disciplinary papers, each seeking to contribute to the re-
framing, negotiation, and sometimes even reversal,  of the idea of the Philippines,  and of the 
Filipino people, as “subjects” of study. We ask: How exactly do we produce knowledge, being 
able to derive experiences as diasporic intellectuals, but also with the self-awareness of “others” 
in  our  respective  locations  of  scholarly  pursuit?  As  readers  of  our  own culture,  and of  the 
cultures of the others around us, how do we situate our subjectivities in this complex map of 
contemporary knowledge production? As student-researchers, how do we continue the tradition 
of  research  as  we  grapple  with  the  frameworks  established  before  us,  with  the  prevailing 
narratives  and  discourses,  and  with  the  desire  to  direct  ourselves  and  our  work  to  certain 
“futures”? We hope to address these concerns through a critical and reflective inquiry as we 
present our understanding of the Philippines through our own research, and as we examine the 
options for intellectual positionality that "young" scholars have in the globalized discourse and 
understanding of Philippine Studies.

IV. Keywords: diaspora, critical and reflexive research, transnational politics and representation, 
art, creativity and performance
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V. Summary of Presenters and Fields of Study

Panel 1
1. Jason Luna Gavilan (History, University of Michigan)
2. Adrianne Marie Francisco (History, University of California, Berkeley)
3. Christine Noelle Peralta (History, University of Illinois)
4. Megumi Hara (Human Sciences, Osaka University)

Panel 2
5. Anjeline de Dios (Geography, National University of Singapore)
6. Christina Verano (Sornito) Carter (Anthropology, Columbia University)
7. Dada Docot (Anthropology, University of British Columbia)
8. Kristian Sendon Cordero (Social Science, Ateneo de Naga University)

VI. Discussants

Panel 1: 
Mamoru Tsuda 
Professor
Osaka University Global Collaboration Center
Osaka University Graduate School of Human Sciences
mtsuda(at)glocol.osaka-u.ac.jp

Panel 2: 
Vina A. Lanzona
Associate Professor
Southeast Asia, Philippines, Women and Gender, Colonialism
University of Hawaii at Manoa
vlanzona(at)hawaii.edu

VII. Schedule of Presentations

Panel 1: Monday, October 29, 10.15am-12.15pm, Session 5, ROOM 62
Panel 2: Tuesday Oct 30, 10.15am-12.15pm, Session 9, ROOM 101
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VII. Presentations

A. New Doctoral Student Work in Philippine Studies 1: 
From an Imagined Region to Global Transnational Locations 

1.  Recovering U.S.N. Filipino Veterans in the World—and Still Critiquing the Politics of 
Global  Militarism:  Delineating  the  Historical  Manifestations,  Continuities,  and 
Contradictions of “The Floating Plantation”

Jason Luna Gavilan
PhD Candidate, Department of History
University of Michigan
jza  (at)  umich.edu  

In October 1970, the Washington Monthly published an article by journalist Timothy H. Ingram 
called “The Floating Plantation.” In this essay, Ingram exposed and critiqued specific hiring and 
enlistment policies of Filipinos as stewards in the U.S. Navy, the White House, and the Coast  
Guard. His critiques included the colonial placement of Filipinos in menial positions of labor in 
the Steward branch, the language barriers between Tagalog-speaking Filipino personnel and their 
native English-speaking U.S. officers, and the unwillingness of some naval officials to address 
these conditions of Filipino enlistment. Nevertheless, between 1973 and 1975 these restrictive 
barriers  of  Filipino  enlistment  were  apparently  corrected  by  Admiral  Zumwalt  through  two 
institutional implementations: one, shifting and broadening the enlistment terminology of—and 
applicability  to—Navy  Filipinos  from  “stewards”  to  “seamen”;  and  two,  creating  English 
language instruction programs for newly enlisted Filipinos as part of the “Z-Grams.” While the 
purpose of these changes were to increase merited upward mobility among Filipinos within the 
naval ranks, to what extent were these efforts successful? In what ways might have these changes 
reinforced the very same institutional restrictions on Filipino enlistment in the first place? And, 
what have been the implications of these measures of success and restriction?

Through my research and evaluation of this historical and contemporary relationship, I argue that 
scholars, journalists, and other activists have played key roles in shaping U.S. military officials’ 
policies and politics of  Filipino enlistment,  whether these officials  admit  to  it  or  not.  These 
changes were not only important in enhancing overdue racial and ethnic upward mobility within 
the  ranks  of  the  U.S.  military,  but  they  especially  were  prevalent  in  stabilizing  the  racial 
hierarchies that have been disrupted periodically through case mutinies during that period in the 
1970s.  The  simultaneous  and  subsequent  manifestations  of  these  changes  transpired  in  the 
reduction  of  USN Filipino  recruits  from 400 in 1973 as  well,  to  eventually  nil  since  1992. 
Nevertheless, although the discontinuation of global Filipino enlistment in 1992 has lasted till the  
present day, the historical and symbolic significance of these enlistees still remain etched—if not 
celebrated—in bi-national contemporary formations of the U.S.-Philippine relationship. These 
contemporary  remembrances  are  evidenced  in  oral  testimonials,  online  archives,  everyday 
conversations, and even in the entanglements of these discourses with the contemporary politics 
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of veteran movements,  militarization,  and empire-building.  The potentially  unsettling—if not 
contradictory—relationship between contemporary movements for veterans’ benefits and equity 
on the one hand, and the overarching practices of militarism, settler colonialism, and empire 
building on the other, need to be further explored—if not confronted—more than ever within 
(and beyond) the historical presence of global Filipinos in the U.S. Navy. This presentation will  
explore, confront, and exhort these respective themes.

2. Colonial Subjects:  Teaching History and Civics in the Philippines During U.S. Rule

Adrianne Marie Francisco
PhD. Candidate, Department of History
University of California, Berkeley
adriannefrancisco  (at)  berkeley.edu  

This paper examines the development of the history and civics curriculum advanced by 
the  U.S.  colonial  state  in  the  Philippines  between  1900-1934.  It  aims  to  broaden  our 
understanding of not only U.S. colonial practices but also the course of Philippine nationalism 
post-revolution.  Informed by Benedict Anderson's concept of “official nationalism,” I ask how 
the American colonial state used the teaching of history, and concomitantly, civics, to promote 
Philippine national identity, unity, and patriotism. I pay close attention in particular to the U.S. 
colonial state’s negotiation of the Philippines’ Spanish and revolutionary past—a past rich in 
examples of Filipino national heroes and acts of patriotism, but also a past that could challenge 
U.S.  sovereignty over  the archipelago. In doing so,  I  expose the connective tissues  between 
Spanish and American colonialisms in the Philippines. Last, I look at the Filipino response to this  
project and the ways in which elite Filipino educators, textbook writers, and intellectuals—local 
actors with the greatest exposure to American education—accepted, rejected, or repackaged the 
lessons learned in colonial schools. Rather than cast these local actors as either collaborationists 
or staunch anti-American nationalists, I consider instead the complex relationship they had with 
American  colonial  education.  This  study  builds  upon  recent  works  in  Southeast  Asian 
historiography looking at the role of colonial powers in nation-making (Edwards 2006; Ivarsson 
2008);  monographs  in  empire  studies  exploring  colonial  education  (Navarro  2002;  Segalla 
2009); and studies exploring the hybridity of Filipino nationalism during the American colonial 
period (Alidio, 2001; Coloma Sintos, 2004). 

3.  Flipping  the  Script:  Asserting  Filipino  Medical  Knowledge  in  U.S.  Infant  Mortality 
Campaigns

Christine Noelle Peralta
PhD Student, Department of History
University of Illinois 
christine.noelle.peralta  (at)  gmail.com  
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The success of U.S. public health programs in the Philippines in the 1920s depended on the 
cooperation of both U.S. and Filipino medical practitioners, which created a highly stratified, 
racialized, and gendered system. I will explore the negotiations that Filipino medical officials 
made in order to benefit from a system that exploited and promoted the notion that Filipinos 
were backward when it came to health and sanitation. In this paper,  I will  focus on Filipino 
officials’ response  to  U.S.  public  health  campaigns  to  eradicate  childhood  diseases.  Using 
transcripts  from two infant  mortality  conferences,  I  will  construct  an alternative  narrative to 
Western  medical  authority  in  the  Philippines.  By  dating  the  Filipino  campaign  to  eradicate 
childhood diseases forty years prior to U.S. campaigns, Filipino officials asserted a history of 
public health in the Philippines by native medical practitioners.  

4.  Youth in Motion: Representation and Civil  Movements of Mixed Heritage Japanese-
Filipinos

Megumi Hara 
PhD Student, Department of Human Sciences
Osaka University
akosimegu11  (at)  gmail.com  

This paper discusses several  terms which have been used by different actors to describe the 
mixed heritage Japanese-Filipinos who were born since the late 1970s and the civil movement 
that they have been involved in. Written and spoken discourse analysis and in-depth interviews 
with Japanese-Filipinos in the Philippines were used. First, it is highlighted how the media and 
journalists started using the term "Japino" and created the stereotype of Japanese-Filipinos born 
to  Filipino  mothers  who  were  often  called  "Japayuki."  Second,  the  transition  of  the  term 
"Japinos" to "JFC" reflects the children's rights movement in both countries over the last two 
decades; however, it is illustrated from the narratives of Japanese-Filipino youth that even the 
NGOs which support Japanese-Filipinos misrepresent them. More recently, groups of Japanese-
Filipinos  have  been  trying  to  rename  themselves  to  seek  their  collective  identity.  It  is  also 
stressed that in their perspective, the claims they make would provide them with other interests  
such as higher flexibility in mobility and social acceptance in their respective societies.
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B. PANEL 2: New Doctoral Student Work in Philippine Studies 2:   
From (Art) Constructs and Theories to Performance of Global Cultural Imaginations

1. Transnational Dynamics of Creative and Migrant Labor: The Case of Overseas Filipino 
Musicians

Anjeline de Dios 
PhD Candidate, Department of Geography
National University of Singapore 
a  .  dedios  (at)  nus  .  edu  .  sg  

My research investigates the ways in which musicians traveling from developing to developed 
economies are a distinct migrant and creative class,  via a tripartite conceptual framework of 
people, place, and product. I inquire who transnational musicians are, and how they are trained 
and received as migrant and cultural workers. I then trace how these musicians circulate along 
transnational networks of migrant and creative labor mobilities. Finally, I question which musical  
commodities are produced and consumed in and through these mobilities. I focus on overseas 
Filipino  musicians  (OFMs)  as  a  case  study  for  two  reasons:  the  centrality  of  music  in 
constructing  and  contesting  Philippine  cultural  (self-)identity;  and  the  prevalence  of  labor 
migration as a national strategy of economic development. A third reason is to rectify the lack of 
research in Philippine studies on OFMs, who comprise one of the oldest labor migrant groups in 
the country and actively embody discourses of ‘world-class’ cultural uniqueness. Through this 
inquiry into migrating music/musicians,  I  wish to give voice to a different kind of ‘creative 
class’—one originating from the world’s cultural and economic peripheries—in the effort to re-
theorize what it means to be mobile and creative in a deeply unequal global society. 

2. To Heir is to be Haunted: Rethinking the Logics of Kinship and Cultural Inheritance in 
the Western Visayas

Christina Verano (Sornito) Carter
PhD. Candidate, Department of Anthropology
Columbia University
cvs2103  (at)  columbia.edu  

Republic Act 10066, or the “National Cultural Heritage Act of 2009,” was passed with the stated 
purpose to protect and conserve the national cultural heritage. In 2012 I was asked by the town 
officials  of  Santa  Barbara,  Iloilo,  the birthplace of  my father,  to  write  an application  to  the 
Cultural  Properties Division of the National Museum of the Philippines to have my family’s 
ancestral house certified as a “national treasure.”In this presentation I briefly describe the house, 
its unique architecture, and the drama that unfolded during the time of my research there, in 
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order to tell the odd story of how I came to be the person designated to make this request to the 
National Commission. 

Like Dresden or Warsaw, the Philippines at large experienced mass devastation during World 
War II. My application on behalf of the “ancestral house” is not just a simple act of homage or 
preservation, though that remains the ideal. I was doing research in the town about the house, the 
legacy of its inhabitants, and in particular this branch of the family’s estrangement due to their 
intimacy with a local spirit medium. The process of research opened a Pandora’s box of family 
secrets  further  embedded  in  longstanding  yet  unspoken  conflicts  in  the  community.  The 
combination of these factors brings up interesting dilemmas for the anthropologist, who in some 
ways can be construed as  “native” yet  in most  ways is  always “foreign.”  If  inheritance has 
conventionally  been  understood  as  a  “passive”  process  of  reception,  something  that  is  just 
“passed  on,”  it  is  also  an  active  practice  of  making  claims  –  as  an  heir,  as  a  member  of 
community, as an ethnicity, or to a nation-state. My research brought me face-to-face with the 
complexities  of  legacy  and  inheritance,  how it  can  be  resisted,  itself  present  resistance,  be 
refused, renegotiated, or even haunted. I explore these issues while considering the Fil-Am’s 
estrangement to notions of home, heritage, and inheritance. 

3. The Migrant in the Visuals: Visualizing Diasporic Narratives through the Performance 
of Ethnicity

Dada Docot
PhD Student, Department of Anthropology 
University of British Columbia 
docot  (at)  interchange  .  ubc  .  ca  

The history of ethnographic film is a history of the production of Otherness (Russel 1999), and 
the  camera  was an  equipment  of  the colonial  encounter  (Asad 1973).  As native filmmakers 
earlier have shown us, the representations of the past, and of the camera itself, can be subverted 
and  used  as  tools  for  resistance.  In  this  paper,  I  present  and  problematize  “Performing 
Naturalness,” a film and performance project initially conceptualized as a statement against the 
felt  experiences  of marginalization while  living in a foreign land. Borrowing from issues of 
representation in the discipline of anthropology, I seek to understand the process of visualizing, 
and theorizing, diasporic narratives. Migrant life is rife with so many stories, and it is among 
these convoluted narratives that unique reformulations of the migrant experience may arise. The 
scenes shown in “Performing Naturalness” are but few of these many subjectivities experienced 
by Filipino migrants, now to be found, literally, in all corners of the globe. Everyday life in 
migration, like image production, is complex, and in this presentation I seek to tie “Performing 
Naturalness” to a discussion of the intertangled issues of nation, identity, race, while referencing 
them to the process of self-reflexive image production. 
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4. Imagining the Indigene: Representation and Discourse on the Agta in Contemporary 
Bikol Writings

Kristian Sendon Cordero
Instructor, Social Sciences Department
Ateneo de Naga University
agnuspress  (at)  gmail.com  

The resurgence/insurgence of Bikol writings have been making a significant change in the way 
we  understand  Philippine  literature  and  society.  While  continuously  identified  as  “regional 
writings”, this category is now an overrated discourse, all for the sake of looking at literature, as 
composite, and centralist, by “collectively segmenting” the major lingual distributions so as to 
give our writings a nationality. 

The overarching notion that situates  the  national  vis-à-vis with the regional  overshadows so 
many tangled relationships that may enrich the emerging local framework. Hence, this paper 
draws  tentative  critiques  on  the  cultural  identities  and  the  literary  discourse  on  the  Agta  in 
contemporary  Bikol  writings  particularly  in  the  works  of  Soccoro  Tate,  Merlinda  Bobis,  H. 
Francisco Penones Jr. and Alvin Yapan. To highlight that the “regional space” is not only a parcel 
for representation for the nation to claim, I raise this question: Devoid of any right to claim as 
Bikol, how do writers from Bikol, represent and negotiate the presence of an immediate other 
like the Agta? Does literature contribute to the violence committed against them? The research 
will also treat popular representations (riddles and folktales) on the Agta as possible entry points 
for a discursive engagement in this contentious terrain.

8

mailto:agnuspress@gmail.com
mailto:docot@interchange.ubc.ca
mailto:agnuspress@gmail.com

